I6r4       A  PARLIAMENT TO BE SUMMONED.        227

one point of capital importance, his friends had been unable to
Tames maintain their ground. The proposal to summon
decides upon Parliament had long been resisted by Northampton.

summoning                  it

a pariia- In September, when the question was debated in the
Council, he had told the King that to do so would
only be to call together an assembly of his enemies,1 and James
assured him, after the conclusion of the discussion, that he be-
lieved that he was in the right. On February 5, James acquainted
the Council with the condition of the negotiation with France,
and on the i6th he asked its opinion whether he should summon
Parliament. The two subjects were understood to be closely
connected with one another, and to involve a rejection of that
good understanding with Spain which was desired by North-
ampton and his supporters. The majority of the Council,
however, did not side with Northampton, and the answer of the
Board was that they had taken the King's question into con-
sideration, and that they were of opinion that the only course
to be pursued was the summoning of Parliament.2

It was high time. In spite of the enormous sales of land,
it had been found impossible to obtain money enough to defray
the necessary expenses of the Government The garrisons in
the cautionary towns in Holland were ready to mutiny for their
pay. The ambassadors were crying out for their salaries and
allowances. The sailors who manned the navy were unpaid,
Amount of and the fortifications by which the coast was guarded
the debt. were jn urgent need Of repair.3 Lord Harrington,
who had a claim upon the King for 30,0007., which he had
spent upon the establishment of the Princess, was put off with
a patent giving him a monopoly of the copper coinage of the
country. In every department there was a long list of arrears
which there were no means of satisfying, and which amounted
on the whole to 488,0007. To repay the money borrowed upon
Privy Seals 125,000/1 would be needed, and the 6y,ooo/. which
had been levied by anticipation from the revenues properly
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